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ENHANCING GRADUATE STUDENT SUCCESS

One of the Title III activities at Jackson State University is the “Historically Black Graduate Institutions (HBGI) Activity: Enhancing Graduate Students Success through Broadening Field

Experiences,” which falls under the HBGI Program – 2019-2024 (USDE, 2014; CRS, 2023). This area of federal funding is a specific funding opportunity for graduate students who present

at discipline-specific academic conferences. In the Division of Graduate Studies at Jackson State University, the Coordinator of Graduate Student Support manages the processes and

procedures aligned with the graduate student applications for conference presentation travel funding.

Adnan Rasool, a graduate student blogger for The Gradventures, writes on the Midwest Political Science Association Conference webpage that “presenting at [an academic] conference is a

daunting task for any academic. Be it a big-name academic who has spent a career presenting at conferences around the world or a graduate student who is just starting out” (2016). A Title

III travel grant has several advantages: 1) it can reduce financial anxiety for graduate students concerned about the cost, and 2) it is also a great component to add to the graduate student’s

curriculum vitae (JSU Elevate-Strategic Plan: Goal 3-Research Excellence, 2021). Conference presentation and participation rank high in the academic development of graduate students.

Please review what some of our 2022-2023 travel grant recipients have said about their experiences.
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As we assist graduate students with funding to make their conference presentation experiences come to fruition, we

provide them with external field experiences that assist them with future publications, employment, and success stories.

Our poster presentation displays some of the conference presentation funding opportunities provided via the Graduate

Studies Division’s partnership with the Title III Office.

SOUTHEASTERN PSYCHOLOGICAL 

ASSOCIATION

“The conference 

experience was a serious 

networking opportunity 

which exposed us to the 

different paths that 

students in our academic 

field were exploring” 

(Symone Lawson, 2022).

“The funding I received 

afforded me the opportunity 

to present my research on 

Electrical Resistivity 

Imaging. Also, it allowed me 

to network with other 

graduate students and 

professionals in the

Geotechnical arena”                                         

(Amier Gardner, 2022).

GEO-CONGRESS 2022: STATE OF THE ART AND 

PRACTICE  IN GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING

COLLABORATION WITH JSU TITLE III OFFICE   

COLLEGE LANGUAGE 

ASSOCIATION

"Before I attended the 

College Language 

Association (CLA) 

conference, I was uncertain 

about my role as a scholar. I 

left CLA with confidence and 

new insight into my impact 

as a scholar. I am so grateful 

that I had the opportunity to 

meet so many brilliant people 

from within my field of 

study. If it had not been for 

the funding support of 

Jackson State, I would not 

have enjoyed this remarkable 

opportunity" (Victoria 

Washington, 2023).
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