


SIMMONS COLLEGE OF KENTUCKY

•FOUNDED IN 1879 BY THE BLACK BAPTISTS IN KENTUCKY

•LOUISVILLE, KY—

•OLDEST HBCU IN KENTUCKY AND LOUISVILLE’S ONLY HBCU



BUILDING BRICK WITHOUT STRAW

•EXODUS 5



PARALLELS TO HBCUS
• LACK OF RESOURCES

• FISCAL

• PERSONNEL

• FACILITIES

• SUPPORT SERVICES

• YET WE’RE JUDGED BY THE SAME STANDARDS AND ARE EXPECTED TO PRODUCE

• THEY JUDGE OUR SCHOOLS AS IF WE HAD THE RESOURCES THAT OTHERS HAVE

• TO CLOSE OUR SCHOOLS, SANCTION US AND PUBLISH OUR POOR RETENTION RATE & 

GRADUATION RATES

• BUILD BRICK WITHOUT STRAW 



WHAT WE DID

•FIRST TITLE III AWARD FOR FY21

•HOT SUMMER OF 2020

•ESTABLISHED THE KERNER COMMISSION 2.0

•CORPORATE COMMUNITY STEPPED UP



ALLOTMENTS OF STRAW

•$750,000 FROM YUM BRANDS 

•$1,000,000 FROM BROWN-FORMAN FOUNDATION

•IN THE FALL OF 2022, BROWN-FORMAN FOUNDATION ANNOUNCED A 

$10,000,000 COMMITMENT TO SIMMONS COLLEGE OF KENTUCKY FOR 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF A TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM

•STATE OF KENTUCKY, $6.4 MILLION FOR TEACHER EDUCATION AND 

OTHER PROGRAMS



CURRENT STATUS

•ASSOCIATE DEGREE HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO OUR ACCREDITOR—AWAITING 

APPROVAL

•BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE  IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION HAS BEEN 

SUBMITTED TO THE STATE FOR FEEDBACK

•FINAL DOCUMENT WILL BE SUBMITTED IN JUNE WITH APPROVAL IN EARLY 

2024  AND A START DATE FOR FALL 2024

•WE WILL START THE PROCESS FOR A SECONDARY PROGRAM (MIDDLE AND 

HIGH SCHOOL) AND ALTERNATIVE ROUTES



IT IS DIFFICULT TO BUILD BRICKS WITHOUT STRAW, BUT WE CAN USE OUR RESOURCES TO LEVERAGE   



THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS


